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Meeting Program

- Introduction to Commercial Center Tour – Code Studio

- Tour
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Conduct a review of existing zoning districts applied in the 
planned commercial centers (regional, community, 
neighborhood, and traditional) and investigate potential 
new districts and provisions (if any) required to implement 
the Comprehensive Plan… 

Task 4.2 Commercial Center Zoning Analysis 



Tour Notes

1. Packet – map, data and worksheet

2. Photos – take and share

3. Video –
- MU Centers and other Commercial Centers
- Code could be form-based, traditional, hybrid
- Consider center function, scale, form, characteristics, context
- Function/scale: traditional, neighborhood, community, regional
- Form: Deep, shallow, village edge, traditional node, new/suburban
- Characteristics (p.p. 8-9: uses, height, transparency, articulation,    

walkable, access, etc.
- Context: how does it fit within the surrounding area, good transition?

4. Redevelopment / Transition to new form / uses

5. Charette / design workshop – criteria, candidates



Summary

1. Comprehensive Plan Analysis Memo – Posted

2. Public Outreach Plan – Posted

3. Commercial Center Analysis – continue review 

4. Website:

www.amherst.ny.us – Imagine Amherst logo

http://imagineamherst.com/ - Project Website

5. Next Meeting/Event: Stakeholder Commercial Center Tour
Wednesday July 20, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. at Amherst Town Hall

http://www.amherst.ny.us/
http://imagineamherst.com/


Summary of Analysis - Examples from the Comprehensive Plan 

Section from Map Figure 6



Summary of Analysis – Influences of Parcel Depth

Fans (4/25/16) – 115

Locations

▸ Buffalo

▸ Amherst

▸ Williamsville

▸ Western New York

▸ Austin, TX

Posts / Email – 10 messages



2015 Comprehensive Plan 

Existing Zoning 

…can the existing zoning code implement the concepts in today’s 
plan?

Districts (partially achieves objective)

▸ Clear Intent – work well, remove non-residential 

▸ Clear hierarchy – not able to interpret intensity from names

▸ Link to Center Types – some are linked

▸ Options for mixed use – some, upper story residential

Development Standards

▸ Parking – no link between parking provisions and Plan, one 
set of ratios, alternative parking plan

▸ Landscaping, buffers – no link or variation of landscaping and 
buffers by center type



Outreach - Participation

Fans (4/25/16) – 115

Locations

▸ Buffalo

▸ Amherst

▸ Williamsville

▸ Western New York

▸ Austin, TX

Posts / Email – 10 email messages

Facebook Fan Profile


