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Excerpts from “Peanut Line Trail Study Final Report January 2025” Prepared by GObike &  
Vertity Engineering for the Greater Buffalo Niagara Transportation Council &

Empire State Trail Design Guide

Inventory Data 
from Gobike Study

CRASH DATA MAPS
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Crash Analysis
Vehicle Crashes
Vehicle crash data is a critical tool for assessing how existing 
infrastructure impacts road users and contributes to the creation of 
hostile environments for users. Analysis of the 2018-2023 NYS DOT 
crash data reveals significant numbers of crashes involving vehicles 
along the corridor of the Peanut Line. From 2018 to 2022, the Town of 
Amherst experienced approximately 13,500 vehicle crashes, 30% of 
which resulted in injury. Of those, about 1% involved pedestrians, and 
1% involved bicyclists.

Vehicle Crashes with Pedestrians
Pedestrian crashes often lead to severe or fatal injuries. Pedestrians 
are especially vulnerable on roads compared to motor vehicles, 
lacking any kind of protection during crashes, which can discourage 
pedestrians from using roadways near areas with higher crash 
concentrations.

Along the corridor of the proposed Peanut Line, vehicle-pedestrian 
crashes are relatively sparse, though this may be correlated to the 
prevalence of personal vehicles, a lack of pedestrian infrastructure 
and connectivity, and a hesitancy among residents to walk along the 
Town’s roadways because of risk. The few crashes that occurred in the 
vicinity of the Peanut Line appear on Robin Rd between Campbell Blvd 
and John James Audubon Pkwy, and near Dodge Rd. and Hopkins Rd. 
next to Williamsville North High School.

Vehicle Crashes with Bicyclists
Similar to pedestrians, bicyclists are vulnerable road users, and 
crashes between a vehicle and bicyclist often result in severe to fatal 
injuries, significantly impacting their quality of life. Along the corridor 
of the Peanut Line, there are lower numbers of crashes involving 
bicycles compared to other areas, but there are still several crashes 
in areas near the trail. The majority of these crashes are concentrated 
along Transit Rd, Sweethome Rd, N. French Rd, Millersport Hwy, and 
Niagara Falls Blvd. The prevalence of vehicle-bicyclist crashes along 
the more major thoroughfares may indicate a need for improved bike 
infrastructure that connects residents to commercial centers, where 
amenities and services are concentrated. 

Concentration of all reported vehicle crashes between 2018 and 2023 
(inclusive). Source: NYS DOT Crash Data, 2018-2023

Concentration of vehicle crashes involving pedestrians between 2018 and 
2023 (inclusive). Source: NYS DOT Crash Data, 2018-2023

Concentration of all reported vehicle crashes involving bicyclists between 2018 
and 2023 (inclusive). Source: NYS DOT Crash Data, 2018-2023
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Percent of Residents Under 18 or Over 65. Source: US Census Bureau, 
American Community Survey, 2022 (5-Year Estimates).

Percent of Housing Units Without a Vehicle. Source: US Census Bureau, 
American Community Survey, 2022 (5-Year Estimates).

Households without Vehicles
The Town of Amherst primarily relies on personal vehicles for 
transportation, with most households using cars as their main mode 
of travel. However, along the Peanut Line, there is a notable portion 
of housing units without personal vehicles. These households 
are predominantly situated near the western sections of the trail. 
Specifically, in the area just north of University at Buffalo, nearly half 
(47%) of households do not have a car. Households without a car will 
benefit from access to trails that offer safe transportation corridors for 
walking and biking to access basic amenities and services. 

Household Income 
Beyond poverty levels, median household income at the census tract 
level can provide insights into areas of economic disparity within the 
Town. In the project area, multiple income demographics are evident. 
The eastern section of the project area (East Amherst) exhibits 
a higher income per household compared to the western section 
along the Peanut Line. In East Amherst,median household income is  
$158,089, whereas in the Audubon neighborhoods, median household 
income is $48,884. This income disparity highlights that within this 
small area, financial stability may vary greatly , which can lead to 
various burdens, including limited access to transportation and lower 
quality of living.

Median Household Income. Source: US Census Bureau, American Community 
Survey, 2022 (5-Year Estimates).
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Prevalence of Diabetes Among Residents
There is a close relationship between physical activity and addressing 
the diabetes epidemic. Modes of travel such as walking, biking, 
or using public transportation instead of driving can significantly 
decrease the risk of diabetes.

A study conducted by Sheri et al. on exercise and type 2 diabetes 
found that exercise plays a major role in the prevention and control 
of insulin resistance, prediabetes, gestational diabetes mellitus 
(GDM), type 2 diabetes, and diabetes-related health complications. 
The data also indicates that moderate exercise, such as brisk walking, 
reduces the risk of type 2 diabetes, and all studies support the current 
recommendation of 2.5 hours per week of moderate aerobic activity or 
typically 30 minutes per day for 5 days per week for prevention.

Along the Peanut Line, there is a relatively low percentage of adults 
aged 18 and above with diabetes compared to the rest of the town, 
with close to 9% of the population suffering from diabetes. However, 
more than 13% of the population in the neighborhoods near the 
western end of the trail suffers from diabetes. Access to additional 
recreational green space along the Peanut Line could encourage 
residents to exercise more, and even open new opportunities to access 
the Town’s other recreational parks and green spaces.

Prevalence of Obesity Among Residents
According to the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention), 
obesity is a complex disease that occurs when an individual’s weight 
exceeds what is considered healthy for their height. Data from the 
NHANES (National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey) 2017-
2018 indicates that nationally, more than 2 in 5 adults (42.4%) suffer 
from obesity, including severe obesity. Lack of physical exercise ranks 
among the leading causes of obesity.

A study conducted by Miyang et al., published by the National Center 
for Biotechnology Information, examined 16 studies focused on the 
relationship between physical activity among youth obesity and the 
built environment and vehicle speeds. It found that generally, lower 
vehicle speeds tended to correlate with increased physical activity 
among youth. The study also indicates that active transportation 
is linked to a healthier lifestyle and reduced obesity levels. Access 
to safe transportation corridors for modes other than driving may 

Percent of Adults 18 and Older With 
Heart Disease by Census Tract. Source: 
CDC PLACES (2020).

Percent of Adults 18 and Older With 
Diabetes by Census Tract. Source: CDC 
PLACES (2020).

Percent of Adults 18 and Older with 
Obesity. Source: CDC PLACES (2020).
Estimates).

influence children’s inclination toward using active transportation, 
such as walking and cycling, by enhancing safety.

Although the proposed Peanut Line’s surrounding area has a relatively 
lower concentration of population with obesity compared to the 
neighboring area, the percentage of the population with obesity is still 

quite high, with between 27% and 32% of adults aged 18 and above 
suffering from obesity. 

HEALTH RELATED DATA
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DISABILITY MAP
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Percent of Residents At or Near Poverty Level. Source: US Census Bureau, 
American Community Survey, 2022 (5-Year Estimates).

Poverty
The poverty level of a neighborhood serves as a valuable indicator 
for understanding how socio-economic status impacts the daily 
lives of residents. Financial challenges may prevent households 
and individuals accessing reliable personal vehicles for their daily 
commute or trips for basic amenities (like groceries and doctor visits), 
leading them to rely on transportation methods such as walking, 
biking, and public transportation.

The project site does not exhibit a higher concentration of population 
living under poverty. The majority of the population within the project 
area lives above 200% of the poverty level. However, adjacent to the 
trail opening on both ends, the poverty level begins to rise. Closer to 
UB North Campus, close to 50% of the population lives near (between 
100% and 200% of the poverty level) or below the poverty level. This 
concentration of people in or near poverty is likely influenced by a 
prevalence of senior housing and student housing, where residents 
may have fixed or limited incomes at that stage of their life. Trails can 
offer these residents, who may find it more financially challenging to 
own a car, new opportunities for connecting to amenities and basic 
needs and services without a vehicle. 

Community Health Near the Trail
Prevalence of Disability Among Residents
 While the term “disabilities” encompasses a wide range of conditions 
beyond mobility challenges, residents facing such disabilities may 
encounter additional obstacles when traveling by foot, bike, car, or 
public transit compared to those without disabilities. In the majority of 
the surrounding area of the proposed Peanut Line, the concentration 
of the adult population with disabilities is consistent with much of 
the rest of the town. However, the neighborhoods just north of the 
University at Buffalo have a slightly higher percentage of residents 
living with disabilities relative to the rest of the Town.

Prevalence of Heart Disease Among Residents
Coronary heart disease is a significant health issue in the US, with the 
CDC (Center for Disease Control and Prevention)  identifying it as the 
leading cause of death for men, women, and people of most racial and 
ethnic groups in the country. Statistics reveal that one person dies 
every 33 seconds in the United States from cardiovascular disease.

A study conducted by Mercedes R. Carnethon on physical activity 
and heart disease found that both women and men demonstrate 
similar cardiovascular disease risk-lowering benefits through regular 
physical activity. Increased physical activity is associated with a lower 
risk of developing cardiovascular disease compared to being less 
physically active.

Along the eastern end of the trail, there is a lower concentration of 
people with heart disease, with  3% - 5% of the population affected, 
which is relatively low compared to the Town as a whole. However, on 
the western end of the trail, the percentage increases to more than 9% 

of the population suffering from coronary heart disease.

Percent of Adults 18 and Older With a Disability by Census Tract. Source: CDC 
PLACES (2020).

HOUSEHOLDS WITHOUT VEHICLES & HOUSEHOLD INCOME
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Excerpts from “Peanut Line Trail Study Final Report January 2025” 
Prepared by GObike &  Vertity Engineering for the Greater Buffalo Niagara 
Transportation Council &
Empire State Trail Design Guide

MULTI-USE BIKE PATH
PROPOSED CHARACTER OF THE TRAILWAY

TYPICAL MULTI-USE BIKE PATH SCHEMATIC PLAN VIEW TYPICAL 10-FOOT WIDE TRAIL TYPICAL BIKE TRAIL WITH 
SIDEPATH OPTION

PHOTO SIMULATION OF GOTT CREEK CROSSING

PHOTO SIMULATION NEAR YOUNGS ROAD

PHOTO SIMULATION OF DITCH 26B CROSSING

PHOTO SIMULATION OF POSSIBLE TRANSIT RD 
CROSSING

PHOTO SIMULATION OF TYPICAL TRAILWAY CONDITIONS ALONG THE 
CENTERLINE OF THE EXISTING RAILROAD CORRIDOR. THE EXISTING 

VEGETATION ALONG THE RIGHT-OF-WAY REMAINS INTACT.

PHOTO SIMULATIONS

PLAN VIEW AXON VIEW



Excerpts from “Peanut Line Trail Study Final Report January 2025” 
Prepared by GObike &  Vertity Engineering for the Greater Buffalo 

Niagara Transportation Council &
Empire State Trail Design Guide

MULTI-USE BIKE PATH
PROPOSED ROAD CROSSINGS

(Byrant Wood S, Robin RIdge Road, Schimwood Court, E. Pinelake Drive, 
Wood Acres Drive)

(Haussauer Road)

(Heim Road, Hopkins Road with RRFB)

(Campbell Boulevard, Youngs Road, Paradise Road)

(John James Audubon Parkway, Millersport Highway, Transit Road - HAWK) 

Transit Road  
Proposed HAWK Signal

Typical Crosswalk 

Typical RRFB Signal

A: Crosswalk 

B: Raised Crosswalk 

C: Median Island

D: Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB)

E: Half or Full Signal

Median Island  
FHWA, FHWA-SA-21-044
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